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there had been no religious animosity, there would
never have been any occurrences such as these with
which we have now to deal. But, on the other hand,
there is no reason why religious animosity, which is as
bitter in other parts of the country and yet produces
no such effects there, should produce these in
Malabar. We must look then for an explanation to
some co-operating incentive peculiar to that country ;
and this cause is to be found in the system of land-
tenure. Not only the last outbreak, but that which
preceded it, and indeed to some considerable extent
every important outbreak of the kind which has
occurred, was distinctly occasioned by the fact that,
the land being in the possession of those who belong
to the rival religion, no landholder will allow (and
by law he is entitled to forbid) a Muhammadan
Mosque to be built on his land, whatever may be
the terms offered by those who desire to build it.
It is impossible to imagine a state of things more
intolerable to a Muhammadan community, or more
certain to evoke the deepest and bitterest feelings
of fanatical resentment. In fact, the will of the
landlord is often disregarded, and mosques are erected
by the Moplah tenant, which immediately become
the subject of the most violent altercation. The
Hindu landlord threatens demolition; the Moplah
tenant threatens murderous revenge ; the Law Courts
commonly support the landlord ; and the result is
often a compromise, which does nothing to mitigate
fanatical feeling on either side. In the present case
it is perfectly clear that the mosque, which was on